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EPA’s Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower states, communities, and other
stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield is a site, or portion thereof, that has actual or perceived contamination and
an active potential for redevelopment or reuse. Since 1995, EPA has funded more than 150 Brownfields Assessment
Demonstration Pilots, at up to $200,000 each, to support creative two-year explorations and demonstrations of
brownfields solutions. The Pilots are intended to provide EPA, states, tribes, municipalities, and communities with
useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified approach to site
assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

BACKGROUND

PILOT SNAPSHOT
EPA has selected the City of Charleston for |a ’\Dﬂzte of Announcement
. . el jatiests ) y 1998

Brownfields Pilot. The city is targeting its “Neck
area, a7.3-square-mile federal Enterprise Commuryity Amount: $200.000
(EC) located north of historic Charleston and south
the closed Charleston Naval Complex. Approximatefy Profile: The Pilot targets
22,500 people live inthe 19 neighborhoods comprising brownfields in the
the EC, where the unemployment rate is over 10%o, Charleston Enterprise
and 40% of the families live in poverty. The median Community for
household income in the EC is $11,095. developmentinto alight

, industrial park for
Despite contamination from old fertilizer plants angd Charleston, South Carolina manufacturingand

industrial activities dating back more than 100 yeats, distribution.
the area has high potential for redevelopment dueto
its existing infrastructure and proximity to multiplg Contacts:

transportation routes. Businesses and commergial

developers have been reluctant to invest in the Ngckepartment of Housing & - Regional Brownfields Team
area in fear of environmental contamination of tHe CommunityDevelopment ~ U.S. EPA - Region 4
area’s abandoned buildings and vacant lots City of Charleston (404) 562-8923
Community outreach activities conducted by thie (803) 724-3766

Enterp_rise Comm_unity ,A(_jvi_sory Council h_qve Visitthe EPA Region 4 Brownfields web site at:
_determlned that reS|dent_s priority needs are additional htp:/www.epa.goviregiond/wastepgs/
jobs and everyday services. brownfpgs/bf.htm

OBJECTIVES

Forfurtherinformation, including specific Pilot contacts,

. L ) additional Pilotinformation, brownfields news and events, and
The city’s objective is to create sustainable, healthy  pjicaions andlinks, visit the EPA Brownfieldswebsite at:

neighborhoods that promote economic growth, jqb http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/
opportunities, and improvements in the quality of lif



http://www.epa.gov/region4/wastepgs/brownfpgs/bf.htm
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/

for residents. The Pilot will focus on identifying
properties in the EC that are suitable for assessment
and future cleanup and redevelopment into a light
industrial park, including manufacturing and distribution
facilities, as a tool to promote redevelopment in the
community. The city has potential candidate sites.
Criteria for site selectioninclude: the property owner’s
willingness to participate; parcel size of at least 30
acres; proximity to existing transportation routes;
likelihood of contamination; and community support
forthe site. The Pilotwill complete site identification,
conduct environmental site assessments, conduct risk
assessments, develop a cleanup and redevelopment
plan, and coordinate outreach activities in the EC for
the proposed industrial park.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Activities planned as part of this Pilot include:

« Identifying properties in the EC that are suitable for
cleanup and redevelopment;

» Conducting environmental and risk assessments at
the candidate sites;

» Conducting a community involvement program to
ensure the concerns of the community are addressed,;

* Preparing cleanup and redevelopment plans; and

« Identifying financing techniques for cleanup and
redevelopment.

The cooperative agreement for this Pilot has not yet been
negotiated; therefore, activities described in this fact sheet
are subject to change.
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